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Objectives

¸ Learn how to use your Virtual 

Community more effectively

¸Explore sample Virtual Communities

¸Develop ideas for Fundraising, 

Community Outreach, and Marketing



How do I find my chapter VC?

¸Go to www.ons.org

¸Click on Membership

¸Click on Chapters

¸Chapter directory by state

¸Click on your state

¸Then on your chapteré.

¸ (ONS website update coming soon!)

http://www.ons.org/


Start With What Youõve Got! J

¸ You donôt have to be a large chapter to have a 
cool website-just be creative and get help

¸ You donôt have to be a computer whiz

¸ All you need to know is:

¸ http://chapter.vc.ons.org/file_depot/0-
10000000/0-
10000/1337/folder/71664/Virtual+Communities
+Operations+Manual.pdf

¸ AND:  jshinsky@ons.org

http://chapter.vc.ons.org/file_depot/0-10000000/0-10000/1337/folder/71664/Virtual+Communities+Operations+Manual.pdf
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òNursing Fiestaó Athens Georgia 

http://athensga.vc.ons.org/

http://athensga.vc.ons.org/


http://treasurecoast.vc.ons.org/

http://treasurecoast.vc.ons.org/


These top ten VCs will give you ideas 

& were chosen on the following 

criteria that is present on each site: 

¸Updated content 

¸Member recognition 

¸Community Outreach 

¸CE Information 



Top 10 Virtual Communities -#1

¸ http://greaterpitt.vc.ons.org/

¸Greater Pittsburgh Chapter 

http://greaterpitt.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#2

¸ http://westernnewyork.vc.ons.org/

¸Western New York Chapter

http://westernnewyork.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#3

¸ http://cincinnati.vc.ons.org/

¸Cincinnati Tri-state Chapter

http://cincinnati.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#4

¸ http://newisconsin.vc.ons.org/

¸Northeast Wisconsin Chapter

http://newisconsin.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#5

¸ http://pasons.vc.ons.org/

¸Philadelphia Chapter

http://pasons.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#6

¸ http://centraltexas.vc.ons.org/

¸Central Texas Chapter

http://centraltexas.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#7

¸ http://genesee.vc.ons.org/

¸Genesee New York Chapter

Thank you to all of those who submitted entries for the logo 

contest. They are absolutely fantastic! 

You will be seeing the logo entries when you receive your ballots to 

vote for the 2009 GVONS Board. Included will be a ballot for the 

logo. Vote for your favorite entry! 

The winner of the logo contest 

will be revealed at the GVONS Annual Dinner in October. 

The winner of the Logo Contest will receive a $100 Scholarship. 

Genesee Valley Oncology Nursing Society

http://genesee.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#8

¸ http://ccons.vc.ons.org/

¸Chicago Chapter

http://ccons.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#9

¸ http://wcohio.vc.ons.org/

¸West Central Ohio (Dayton) Chapter

http://wcohio.vc.ons.org/


Top 10 Virtual Communities -#10

¸ http://pennswood.vc.ons.org/

¸Penns Woods Chapter

http://pennswood.vc.ons.org/


http://bigskychapter.vc.ons.org/

¸ List of links to other related websites can 
be helpful, (like those listed on Big Sky 
VC; a lot of VCôs have links)

¸Also like the Big Sky Chapter ñTaking 
Care of Ourselves to Take Care of 
Othersò fall conference topic!

http://bigskychapter.vc.ons.org/


Chapter fundraising with VC

¸ Not a lot of chapter fundraising info found on 

the VCôs though many chapters do fundraisers 

for the Foundation and other cancer-related 

non-profit agencies

¸ Chapters raise program funds through dues, 

large educational meetings with vendors who 

pay exhibit fees

¸ Use some creative ideas to help raise funds for 

your chapter programming:



Fundraising 

through the VC

http://middletennessee.vc.ons.org/

The Middle Tennessee Chapter

has a ñBuy it Nowò option with 

link to Pay pal with credit card

payment method to purchase

Cookbook as well as for

membership renewal!!!

Several other chapters have 

Pay Pal or credit card links for 

payment but there is 

sometimes a 5% fee for 

collecting payment this way.

http://middletennessee.vc.ons.org/


Jewelry fundraisers

¸ If you have crafty jewelry-making 
member(s), bracelet and earring sales 
have low supply cost and about 60% 
profit

¸Chapters-post your jewelry pictures & 
fundraisers on your VCôs!  (Can make a 
section on the main page with 
ñFundraiserò heading and update); if you 
have order/payment access from the VC 
itôs even easier



http://charlotte.vc.ons.org/

Fundraising Success!  The Greater Charlotte Area Oncology Nursing Society's  

óBid, Boogie, Beat Cancer!" Silent Auction raised $7,165.00 to benefit the 

American Cancer Society!

http://charlotte.vc.ons.org/


Outreach OH Silent Auction raised 

over $1,000 for ONS Foundation 7/08

Each Chapter donated a ñthemeò basket put together with 

member donated items-Buckeye basket, movie theme, 

gardening basket, beauty basket, etc; might raise more if 

held it for a week or so-after displayed in public area by 

cafeteria-nurses/members selling ticketsé 



òNoogiefest,ó  fundraiser or 

community outreach event?!...

http://www.illowariverbend.vc.ons.org

http://www.everybreathcounts.org/


Encourage Community Outreach 

and publicize on the VC

¸ http://sjs.vc.ons.org/

http://www.everybreathcounts.org /

http://sjs.vc.ons.org/
http://www.everybreathcounts.org/


http://www.psons.org/

Puget Sound Chapter Washington

This quarter PSONS is reaching out to the animals of PAWS. A Northwest leader 

in protecting animals since 1967, the Progressive Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) 

shelters homeless animals, rehabilitates injured and orphaned wildlife, and 

empowers people to demonstrate compassion and respect for animals in their 

daily lives. PAWS advocates for animals through education, legislation and direct 

care. In order to carry out this mission they need our help.  Every donation helps 

save the life of an animal. Our goal this quarter is to raise $250 so that we can 

sponsor a kennel for an animal. This will allow us to help companion animals and 

we will get a special plaque with our name on it for the year. You can donate to 

PAWS at our monthly educational dinners. If you are unable to attend but would 

still like to donate. Please send your donations made out to PAWS to Jennifer 

Wulff; Swedish Neuroscience Institute, 550 17th Ave, Suite 500; Seattle WA 

98122. If you would like to participate in a different way I have also included a 

PAWS wish list. You may bring items from the list to any of our monthly dinners 

and I will take the donation to PAWS on behalf of PSONS. 

Thank you for your support. Jennifer Wulff MN, ARNP, AOCNP 

http://www.paws.org/help/donate/wishlist.php

http://www.psons.org/
http://www.paws.org/help/donate/wishlist.php


More Community Outreach 

events found on VCõsé

http://orangecounty.vc.ons.org/page/24169/index.v3page?pg_ss_tog=off&pg_v=gal

http://orangecounty.vc.ons.org/page/24169/index.v3page?pg_ss_tog=off&pg_v=gal


Community Outreach via VC

Toyin Aniagwu became an honorary member of the Greater 
Northern California chapter by unanimous vote last 
chapter meeting. Toyin's Birthday is August 18. She has 
been a nurse for 18 years doing Oncology and research. 
She works for the University College Hospital Division of 
Oncology, Department of Surgery in Ibadan, Nigeria 
Toyin attended: Osun State School of Nursing, Osogbo, 
Nigeria Oyo State School of Midwifery, Ibadan where she 
has a bachelor's degree in health education. She is 
married, has 2 girls, 1 boy (13 yrs, 11 yrs, 4 yrs old).

http://gtrnorthernca.vc.ons.org/page/24169/index.v3page

http://gtrnorthernca.vc.ons.org/page/24169/index.v3page


¸ http://metrodetroit.vc.ons.org/page/1245

30/index.v3page;jsessionid=18m7m2ag8

ec11 Pictures from Metro Detroit ñTar 

Warsò presentations 

¸ http://www.tarwars.org/online/tarwars/ho

me/about/program-history.html

http://metrodetroit.vc.ons.org/page/124530/index.v3page;jsessionid=18m7m2ag8ec11
http://metrodetroit.vc.ons.org/page/124530/index.v3page;jsessionid=18m7m2ag8ec11
http://metrodetroit.vc.ons.org/page/124530/index.v3page;jsessionid=18m7m2ag8ec11
http://www.tarwars.org/online/tarwars/home/about/program-history.html
http://www.tarwars.org/online/tarwars/home/about/program-history.html
http://www.tarwars.org/online/tarwars/home/about/program-history.html
http://www.tarwars.org/online/tarwars/home/about/program-history.html
http://www.tarwars.org/online/tarwars/home.html


Market your chapter through the 

VC

¸Use the VC web address in ALL chapter 

communications-stationary, email

¸Consider give-aways that include VC 

web address (CTC-ONS mousepad)

¸ Link your VC to a Facebook page and/or 

start a chapter Facebook page with link 

to the VC



LOTS of great Community Outreach 

chapter activities on VCõs!

¸Central 
Indiana 
chapter 
career day 
booth with 
no smoking 
info at Indy 
Childrenôs 
Museum



Put up a photo on your main VC page 

(not seen by member browsers in 

newsletters or photo albums)



Get your logos on your main VC 

page, update them if need beé


